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Forensic Architecture (FA) is a research agency, based at Goldsmiths, University of London, that
undertakes advanced architectural and media research on behalf of international prosecutors, human
rights organisations, as well as political and environmental justice groups. Forensic Architecture is also
an emergent field developed at Goldsmiths. It refers to the production and presentation of
architectural evidence â€“ buildings and larger environments and their media representations. The
widespread possession of cheap digital recording equipment, the development of satellite
communication, the public availability of remote sensing technology and the ability to communicate
and diffuse information instantaneously through the internet have made urban conflict more
complex, but also generate enormous amounts of data that can be used as potential resources for
monitoring. Available in real-time, these sources challenge the evidentiary practices of HR and IHL
work otherwise grounded in witness interviews well after the fact. But these transformations also
lead to secondary conflict about veracity and interpretation that takes place on news and social media
websites. The establishment of new forums of international jurisdiction such as the ICC and others
mean that also contemporary forums themselves become dense media environments. In them
screen-to-screen interaction replaces face-to-face deliberation. The combined process of the
urbanisation and mediatisation of war makes FA an urgent and indispensible practice for human rights
investigations. FA seeks to respond to these challenges by developing new modes of media research
and new modes of media presentation for urban and architectural environments. Public Work In
recent years FA has successfully tested its methodologies in a number of landmark legal and human
rights cases undertaken together with and on behalf of threatened communities, NGOs, prosecutors
and the UN.
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