Isola Art Center

A grassroots project taking the needs and desires of the
inhabitants who take partin it as a priority
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Visible Award 2013 - Longlistedd€celd€™m a builder of platforms. Usually | build platforms with white
painted wood, the most known being probably the d€zPhilosophical Platforma€ce for Sculpture,
Projects in MAVanster, 1997. My platforms, (and pavilions, which | consider as roofed platforms), are
social spaces, where all kinds of activities can freely happen. €+ The platform Bert Theis would like to
submit for a€zVisibled€ce is not made of wood, but is a conceptual one: Isola Art Center in Milan.
Despite its (self-ironic) name, Isola Art Center is not an institution with a building, but a kind of
movement, an open platform, a tool that allows working with the energies of contemporary art in the
social field of an urban conflict. The context of the project is a rather violent urban transformation,
determined by neo-liberal urban development and gentrification: The former industrial and working
class district of Isola is being transformed into a district for the wealthy, completely erasing the
memory of the past. Bert Theisd€™s role in the project is a multiple one: as an artist he realized several
artworks linked to the context, as sub-curator he curates and co-curates shows and projects, as an
activist he is involved in petitions, meetings and actions, as a gardener he is working in the community
park, and so on.The challenge of the long-term artistic project (initiated in 2001) is to point at real
social and political changes, not limiting the role of art to representation of such changes. To be more
precise, Isola Art Center is working on the needs and desires of the inhabitants of the Isola district, for
self-organized green, social and cultural spaces, pointing at a new kind of urbanism from below. This
brought them first to occupy for five years the former industrial building called the Stecca, and now to
work at making the precarious Isola Pepe Verde Park become permanent.
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