Kumbuka! A photographic archive not to forget the history and memory

of Congo

Visible Award 2013 - ShortlistedIn Sammy Balojia€™s photography, architecture and the human body
are considered as marks of social history, sites of memory, and witnesses to operations of power. In a
wider sense, his work questions our past and present. It brings us to reflect on our actions and their
consequences. Image archives constitute a central part in his photographic approach. Through their
analysis and confrontation of the present context he creates a dialogue between past and present. In
the Congolese school curriculum, the colonial period is subject to little documentation, despite being
the time when photography was introduced to the country. Furthermore, the biggest image database
on Congolese history is located in Belgium at the MRAC (Royal Museum of Central Africa) where very
few Congolese can gain access to it.Kumbuka! (Remember! in Swahili) is a project that aims to create
and develop an interactive website, presenting both archive and current images of DR Congo. These
images will come from various sources: family albums, private collections and Congolese
photographersd€™ past and current work. The goal of Kumbukad€'s project is to open up an
opportunity for dialogue. This platform will be a space to report, react and reflect upon the
countryd€™s colonial and post-colonial history. The necessity to publish archive images online, stems
from a need to reclaim the countryd€™s history and to allow for another version to be made widely
available. Through commenting and creating a dialog between all citizens in the country these
photographs will be contextualised by those who had lived or known stories about these images. New
images are as important as the archive, they show a reflection, a critique on the political, economical
and social conditions in the country while providing a view from inside, and a space for self
representation of the countrya€™s history. Kumbuka ! can be the basis for social critique as well as an
investigative tool. Its images, along with their comments and context can play an educative role,
informing, generating powerful emotional response and stimulating public debate. By setting up an
online database of archive and current images, a resource for reflection and debate will be created for
journalists, historians and society to reflect upon. This project will make the questioning of larger
national issues possible, while including that debate within a global context.
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