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World Meteorological Organization, WMO, has a membership of 189 Member States and Territories
(on 4 December 2009). Established in 1950, WMO became the specialized agency of the United
Nations in 1951 for meteorology (weather and climate), operational hydrology and related
geophysical sciences. As weather, climate and the water cycle know no national boundaries,
international cooperation at a global scale is essential for the development of meteorology and
operational hydrology as well as to reap the benefits from their application. WMO provides the
framework for such international cooperation. It also fosters collaboration between the National
Meteorological and Hydrological Services of its Members and furthers the application of meteorology
to public weather services, agriculture, aviation, shipping, the environment, water issues and the
mitigation of the impacts of natural disasters.Â 
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