Spatial ConTXTs A text message-based urban installation : reaching a

destination gives you a piece of fictional story

Architect Anda French has found a way to tap public mobile device fixation and direct it toward
imaginative exploration of the built environment. In her Spatial ConTXTs projects, French uses text
messaging to drive city-wide interactive installations. For Sibylline TXT, named after an oracle in
Virgild€™s Aeneid, French dispersed an original fictional story across 26 art and cultural sites over a
span of 30 days. Participants were encouraged to rove the city of Syracuse, and on reaching each
destination, would receive parts of the narrative via text message. French adapted a similar structure
for SyrAsks, a project with Syracuse University and middle school students, in which the city texted

To Collect Sto ry Threads are not dispersed in any specific order responses to student questions at specific sites, fostering new forms of public dialogue.
The story will unfeld in different ways
Threads V|S it' depending on how you celiect the pieces
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and ook for the Sibylline TXT SYRACUSE sign - send a text with the keyword on the sign to the shoricode on the sign. You'll instantly receive
the new thread for that location and day. Six new threads are available every three days, so visit several loactions and you can read them alll

Project author or developer:
French 2Design

Where:
US / U n i ted Sta tes / on ondaga Cultural System Communication Education Health Food Agents of changes
Environment Economics Politics Urban Development Covid

Website:

www.french2d.com/about.html
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