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Curitiba is referred to as the ecological capital of Brazil, with a network of 28 parks and wooded areas.
In 1970, there was less than 1 square meter of green space per person; now there are 52 square
meters for each person. Residents planted 1.5 million trees along city streets. Builders get tax breaks
if their projects include green space. Flood waters diverted into new lakes in parks solved the problem
of dangerous flooding, while also protecting valley floors and riverbanks, acting as a barrier to illegal
occupation, and providing aesthetic and recreational value to the thousands of people who use city
parks. There's a model, inexpensive, speedy transit service used by more than 2 million people a day.
There are more car owners per capita than anywhere else in Brazil, and the population has doubled
since 1974, yet auto traffic has declined by 30%, and atmospheric pollutionis the lowest in Brazil.
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