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The Convention on Biological Diversity - CBD, known informally as the Biodiversity Convention, is an
international legally binding treaty. The Convention has three main goals: conservation of biological
diversity (or biodiversity), sustainable use of its components and fair and equitable sharing of benefits
arising from genetic resources. 2010 was the International Year of Biodiversity. The Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity is the focal point for the International Year of Biodiversity. At the
2010 10th Conference of Parties (COP) to the Convention on Biological Diversity in October in
Nagoya, Japan, the Nagoya Protocol was adopted. On 22 December 2010, the UN declared the period
from 2011 to 2020 as the UN-Decade on Biodiversity.
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