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The University for Peace - UPEACE (COSTA RICA) was established in Costa Rica in 1980 "to provide
humanity with an international institution of higher education for peace and with the aim of
promoting among all human beings the spirit of understanding, tolerance and peaceful coexistence."
At present, the UPEACE Costa Rica campus has 192 students from 55 countries, making it one of the
most diverse universities in the world for its size. The wider mission of the university should be seen in
the context of the worldwide peace and security objectives of the United Nations. The central
importance of education, training and research in all their aspects to build the foundations of peace
and progress and to reduce the prejudice and hatred on which violence, conflict and terrorism are
based is increasingly recognized. The Charter of the university calls for UPEACE "to contribute to the
great universal task of educating for peace by engaging in teaching, research, post-graduate training
and dissemination of knowledge fundamental to the full development of the human person and
societies through the interdisciplinary study of all matters related to peace".Â 
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