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The ASE, Association for Social Economics, was founded in 1941 seeking to promote high quality
research in the broadly defined area of social economics. Social economics is the study of the ethical
and social causes and consequences of economic behavior, institutions, organizations, theory, and
policy. The fields of research promoted by ASE include the mutual relationships among ethics, social
values, concepts of social justice, and the social dimensions of economic life. Social Economics
investigates the relationships between the economy and society. Social economists address such
questions as: what economic conditions are requisite for a good society and how can they be
achieved; how do social and moral values influence economic behavior; how does social interaction
affect economic outcomes; what are the ethical implications of economic theory and policy; and how
do different social institutions contribute to a sustainable, just, and efficient economy.
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